
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

God Bless America 
God Bless America, land that I  love.  Stand beside her, and guide her 

through the night, with a light from above.  From the mountains to the 
prairies, to the oceans, white with foam.  God Bless America,  My home 

sweet home. 

Words and music by Irving Berlin   

The Star Spangled Banner 
Oh, say, can you see, by the dawns early light,  

What so proudly we hailed at the twilights last gleaming?    

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, through the perilous fight,  

O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?   

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,  

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there. 

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 
Composed by Francis Scott Key 

Proclaimed by Congress as the U.S. National Anthem  in 1931 

Special ThanksSpecial ThanksSpecial Thanks   
26th Ward Alderman Roberto Maldonado 

Noble Network Charter Schools 

Bugles Across America 

Smith Park Advisory Committee 

Sally Greco for her donation of the floral wreath 

The City Heat Motorcycle Club  

Pledge of Allegiance 
I Pledge Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the  

Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all. 

  

  

  

Memorial Day Observance  
 

Honoring fallen Heroes 

of all Wars and Conflicts 

At the site of the  

World War II Tank Memorial  

Smith Park, Chicago, Il 

Monday, May 27, 2013 

11am Reception 

11:30 am Ceremonial Start  



 

  

HISTORY OF THE TANK HISTORY OF THE TANK HISTORY OF THE TANK    

In 1929, American Legion Paul Revere Post No. 623 contacted the 
Department of the Army in Washington with a request for an old 
tank to serve as a memorial to veterans who lost their lives in 
World War 1.  On November 11, 1929, a J7M tank from World War 
1 was dedicated in the vicinity of Grand and Western Avenues.  In 
1938, Post members patriotically voted to return the J7M tank to 
the Army when a drive for much needed metal began as the 
threat of a new war loomed. The tank was shipped to Rock Island 
Arsenal where crews converted it to scrap. 

 

           At that time, the Post began its efforts to secure a replace-
ment tank and a permanent home for its memorial.  The Post 
raised $1, 150. for the  new tank and commissioned a sculptor to 
create a bas relief that would later be formed into a concrete base 
for the memorial.  A permanent site for the memorial was se-
lected on a parcel of land known as Rice Triangle, at the intersec-
tion of Grand and Western Avenues.  Soon, a M-5 Tank was 
shipped to the railroad yard at Western and Hubbard Street.  
From  there, a crane hoisted the tank and ferried it the remaining 
distance to the waiting concrete foundation. 

 

            On May 14, 1939, the War Memorial was formally dedi-
cated to honor veterans of all wars and conflicts, with a parade 
ceremony.  The parade route began at Chicago and Campbell 
Avenues, proceeding east to Damen Avenue, south to Grand Ave-
nue and continued west to the site of the memorial at Grand and 
Western Avenues.  The procession included over 60 marching 
units and 15 musical units from surrounding areas.  The dedica-
tion ceremony, attended by many dignitaries including Mayor 
Edward J. Kelly, was the largest event ever held on the near west 
side of Chicago. 

 

            The City of Chicago offered to relocate the tank to Smith 
Park in 1987.  Unfortunately the original sculpted foundation, 
damaged by time and weather, could not be saved.  

 

Presentation of Colors 

Golder College Prep  

 JROTC Color Guard 

Posting of Flag Detail 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 Nicholas Knudtson 

Invocation 

Thomas  Navarro 

Presentation of Wreath 

“Flander’s Field”  Julia Vacala 

Moment of Silence  

“Taps”  

Performed By Vince Divincenzo  

Raising of U.S. Colors 

Golder College Prep JROTC Color Guard 

“Star Spangled Banner” 

Key Note Address 

CPT Brandon Bodor, Executive Director, Serve Illinois 

Benediction 

Thomas Navarro 

Retiring of the Colors 

“God Bless America” 

Golder College Prep  JROTC Color Guard 

  

MEMORIAL serviceMEMORIAL service  


